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Chichester Local Plan Key Policy 36
Planning for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople
The Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Assessment (2013) (Phase 1) identifies the potential need for permanent pitches and plots for the period 2012 to 2027 as:
59 additional permanent residential Gypsy and Traveller pitches of which 37 pitches are required before 2017; and 18 additional plots for Travelling Showpeople, of which 11 are required before 2017.
Where there is a shortfall in provision, sites will be allocated within the Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Site Allocation DPD. The Council’s annual monitoring will ensure provision is provided at the appropriate time.
In assessing the suitability of sites for allocation in the Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Site Allocation DPD and for the purposes of determining planning applications, proposals will be supported where it can be demonstrated that all the following criteria have been met:
1. It is well related to existing settlements with local services and facilities.  Sites should either be within or close to such settlements or with good access to major roads and/or public transport thus affording good access to local services;
2. Has safe and convenient vehicular access, be suitable in terms of topography and be in a location where the necessary infrastructure already exists or can reasonably be provided;
3. Be able to achieve a reasonable level of visual and acoustic privacy for both people living on the site and for those living nearby. The site will provide an acceptable level of amenity for the proposed residents and will not have an unacceptable level of impact on the residential amenity of the neighbouring dwellings;
4. Not compromise the essential features of nationally designated areas of landscape, historic environment or nature conservation protection;
5. Avoid locations where there is a risk of flooding, or which are adjacent to incompatible uses such as a refuse tip, sewage treatment works or significantly contaminated land; and
6. That in rural and semi-rural areas sites should not dominate the nearest settled or Gypsy, Traveller and Travelling Showpeople communities.
In the case of sites for Travelling Showpeople, proposals will be assessed upon the basis of established need.  Site suitability assessment will also take account of the nature and scale of the Showpeople’s business in terms of the land required for storage and/or the exercising of animals.
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Existing traveller sites will be safeguarded for traveller use. These sites will continue to be safeguarded for as long as the need exists for traveller accommodation in the Plan Area.
Links to Strategic Objectives
This policy links to the strategic objectives 3.20 - 3.23
Evidence Base
Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Accommodation Assessment (2013)
Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessments: Guidance (2007)
National Planning Policy Framework (2012)
Planning Policy for Traveller Sites (2012)
1

