CHICHESTER DISTRICT COUNCIL’S LOCAL BIODIVERSITY ACTION PLAN 2011-2014

I. Creating an Accurate Picture

Objective: To ensure that sufficient information is collected on the presence and location of important habitats and species within the District 

	Action Details


	Timescale

	Increase coverage of survey data across the District
	

	Work with Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre (SxBRC) to identify priority areas of the District for which there is poor ecological survey data.
	Initiate 2011 and ongoing

	Work with SxBRC, partners, volunteer groups, Parish Councils and CDC’s Development Management Teams to increase survey coverage in these areas.
	

	Establish a mechanism to ensure that ecological data collected in the planning process is digitised and used to increase survey data coverage and is accessible via the Biodiversity Records Centre.
	

	Focus resources on training volunteer groups to collect survey data in those areas where there is poor survey coverage, including hedge assessments; parish surveys using Sussex Wildlife Trust guidance and species surveys.
	


II. Protecting, Maintaining, Restoring and Creating

Objective: To facilitate the protection, development, management and creation of important regional and local wildlife sites that encompass a range of habitats and species for the benefit of both wildlife and the local community

	Action Details
	Timescale

	Protection of the Harbours
	

	Support the Manhood Wildlife and Heritage Group in their work to reduce the recreational pressures on Chichester Harbour. 
	2011 and ongoing

	Support the Solent Disturbance and Mitigation Project and assist in the delivery of its findings through the Solent-wide Strategy.
	2011 and ongoing

	Investigate the impact of increased recreational pressure on Pagham Harbour with future development in the surrounding areas with key partners including Natural England, RSPB, WSCC and Pagham Harbour Local Nature Reserve staff.
	2011 and ongoing

	Promote awareness of the Solent Brent Goose and Wader Roost Strategy.
	2011 and Ongoing

	Support Regional Initiatives
	

	West Weald Landscape Project – continue to support the project, including attendance at Steering Group Meetings.
	Ongoing

	Manhood Wildlife Project – continue to support the project through:

· Attendance at Steering Group Meetings

· Supporting their involvement in the Eco-network project which establishes connections and corridors between important wildlife sites (run by Sussex Wildlife Trust)
	Ongoing

	Medmerry Scheme (creating 183 ha of intertidal habitat on the Manhood Peninsula) - provide input into the plans for habitat creation under the Medmerry Managed Realignment Scheme and identify opportunities for further habitat creation and enhancement in the surrounding Coastal Plain (Coastal Plain Biodiversity Opportunity Area), in partnership with key stakeholders.
	Ongoing

	Wetlands and Water Resources:

· Promote the Sussex Wetland Landscapes Project run by the Sussex Wildlife Trust whose aim is create a wetland ecological network map for Sussex  

· Promote their role in providing free advice to landowners on wetlands  

· Promote the wise use of water within the District
	2014

	Support Local Initiatives
	

	Brandy Hole Copse (BHC) – continue to support the management of the Copse through:

· Attending and hosting the Management Board Meetings

· Supporting the volunteer groups working at BHC

· Undertaking works to manage the site, including regular coppicing of the Sweet Chestnut and measures to prevent colonisation by invasive non-native plants

· Encourage the sustainable use of produce derived from the management of the site, including the coppiced timber

· Promoting awareness of the site
	Ongoing

	Graylingwell - Work with the Community Development Trust at the Graylingwell site to set up a sub-group to encourage biodiversity at the site.
	Ongoing

	Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (BOAs)- new initiatives within the following BOAs
	

	Work with project partners to identify and progress opportunities for habitat enhancement within the Westbourne chalk streams to Compton Tributary BOA and/or the Lavant Watershed BOA. (for further information visit www.biodiversitysussex.org/landscapes/chichester-district)
	2012/2013


III. Advice and Funding

Objective: To provide advice on biodiversity issues and signpost funding sources for projects, which enhance biodiversity within the District

	Action Details


	Timescale

	Encourage applications to and provide advice on CDC’s Grants and Concessions Scheme for projects that will enhance the District’s biodiversity.
	Ongoing

	Provide advice and guidance on community orchards and continue to promote the Grants and Concession Scheme for community orchard projects.
	Ongoing

	Encourage and promote the use of Chichester4Funding resource, which identifies potential funding sources for projects and groups.
	Ongoing

	Provide a short list of funding sources for biodiversity projects on the CDC website.
	2012

	Advise CDC departments of their obligations under the Biodiversity Duty (Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006).
	Ongoing


IV. Planning

Objective: To ensure that the planning process is sufficiently informed by the presence of protected species and habitats

	Action Details


	Timescale

	Increase the use of the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre (SxBRC) by Development control officers and planning applicants, including attendance at relevant training workshops on services provided by the Centre.
	Ongoing

	Provide comprehensive input into the biodiversity policy within the Local Development Framework, referring to recommendations of the Lawton report “Making Space for Nature”.
	Ongoing

	Ensure that CDC’s Development Management Teams continue to follow Natural England’s Standing Advice on protected species.
	Ongoing

	Ensure all surveys collected in the planning process are passed onto the SxBRC.
	2011/12

	Identify opportunities for Developer contributions (106 monies) to educate and support communities on biodiversity issues.
	Ongoing


V. Awareness and Promotion

Objective: To promote and inform the community about biodiversity issues and our biodiversity work in order to encourage involvement, raise awareness and promote our achievements

	Action Details


	Timescale

	Promote biodiversity projects and achievements:

· Regular biodiversity news in ‘Initiatives’ magazine

· Share and promote upcoming events and achievements with partner organisations using both CDC and partner publications and websites

· Regularly update the LBAP pages of the CDC website

· Promote Brandy Hole Copse as an accessible local nature reserve through the CDC website
	Annually

Ongoing



	Promote and advise on biodiversity and wildlife gardening in homes and allotments by developing the CDC website to include:

· Encouraging participation in CDC wildlife gardening competitions and Chichester in Bloom activities

· Listing useful contacts that can provide further advice
	Ongoing



	Encourage biodiversity in CDC Parks and Gardens and Estates:

· Continue and expand our work with local schools and communities, using green space and semi-natural habitat as an educational resource to actively promote the importance of biodiversity through participation in habitat enhancement and creation and other wildlife-based events

· Planting of native and meadow flowers on the East and North Walls (funded by the City Walls Project)

· Continue to develop wildlife areas within CDC parks and Gardens

· Advise relevant CDC departments on biodiversity and planting for wildlife, climate change and the threat of drought and identify opportunities for enhancements within the Council’s Estate

· Provide the public with information on biodiversity in CDC reserves, parks and gardens


	Ongoing

2011/12

Ongoing
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