
Smaller Authorlty Name: Westbourne Parish council

NOTICE OF CONCLUSION OF ANNUALAUDIT

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026
Accounb and Audit Regulations 2015

The audlt of accounts for (Smaller Authority Name) Westboume Parish Council
for the year ended 31 March 2026 has been completed and the accounts have
been published.

The Annual Return is available for inapectlon by any local government elector
in the area of (Smaller Authority Name) Westbourne Parish Council

(a)

on application to

(Name of Clerk)
Clare

(b) (Address of Clerk)
PO Box {43, Emsworth, PO10 gDX

(c) (Telephone/email, and hours and arrangements to vlew)
0777565//,83

clerk@westbourne-pc.gov.uk

Coples will be provided to any person on payment of €0,00_ for each copy
of the Annual Return

Announcement made by (Name of Glerk)

Clare

Date of Announcement

4 September 2026



smaror aurhority na..' WestboUfne PafiSh COUnCil

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit 2012015

NOTICE I\U ItrJ

1. Date of announcement FridaY l2 June 2026

2. Each year the smaller authority's Annual Governance and Accountability
Return (AGAR) neods to be reviewed by an extemal auditor appointed by
Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been
published nith this notice. As it has yetto be reviewed by the appointed auditor,
it is subiect to change as a result of that review.
Any person interested has the right to inspect and mako copies of the
accounting records for the financial year to which the audit r€lates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchets, receipts and otherdocumenE relating
to those records must be made available for inspection by any person
interested. Forthe yearended 3l March 2026, these documents will be available
on reasonable notice by application to:

PO Box '143. Emsworth. PO10 7DX
clerk@westbourne-oc.qov.uk 07775 6 483

commencing on (c) Mondav '15 June 2026

and ending on (d) F dav 24 Julv 2026

3. Local government electors and their representativas also have:

. The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

. The right to make an objeclion which concems a matter in respect of which
the appoinied auditor could either make a public inlerest report or apply to
the murt for a declaration that an item of account is unlaMul. Written notice
of an objection must lirst be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be crntacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority's AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor
under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the
Accounts and Audlt Regulations 2015 and the NAO'S Code of Audit Practice
2015. The appointed audltor i8:

MooreEastuidrands(RerAp/HD) !l f"fOOne
Rutland House
Minerva Businoas Park
Lynch Wood
Peterborough
PE2 6PZ

5. This announcemEnt is made by (e) Clare Kennett. Parish Clerk

(a) (a) lnsert dale of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in (c) below

(b) lnsert name, Position and
address/telephone numbe./ email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspecl the accounts

(c) lnsert date, which must be at least 1

day afie. the date ofannouncement in (a)
above and extends for a single period of
30 working days (inclusive) ending on the
date appointed in (d) below

(d) The inspection period between (c)
and (d) must also include the first 10
working days ofJuly.

(e) lnsed name and position of person
placing the notice - this peFon must be
the responsible frnancial officer for the
smaller authority



LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and 'other' smaller authorities.

The basic position

By law, any interested person has the right to inspect the accounting records of smaller authorities. lf
you are a local government elector or registered to vote in the local councils' elections, then you are
able to ask questions about the accounts and object to them.

The right to inspect the accounting records

When your council has finalised its accounts icr the previous financial year, they must adve(ise that
they are available for people to inspect. You must then provide the council with reasonable notice of
your intentions. Following this, by arrangement you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make
copies of the accounting records and supporting documents. You may be required to pay a copying
charge.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

lf you have any questions regarding the accounting records, you should first ask your smaller authority.
This must be done during the 30-day period for the exercise of public rights. You may also ask the
appointed auditor questions about an item in the accounting records. However, the auditor can only
answer 'what' questions, not 'why' questions so is limited with their response. To avoid any confusion,
it is advised that you put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections

Should you view something as unlawful or believe lhere are matters of wider concern in the accounts,
you may wish to object. lf you are a local government elector, you have the right to ask the external
auditor to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item is contrary to the law and should be reported
as a matter of public interest. This must be done by telling the appointed auditor which specific item in
the accounts you object to and why you believe it to be unlawful or think a public interest report should
be made about it. You must provide clear evidence to support your objection, and this should be done
in writing and the copied to the council.

You should not use the 'right to object' to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. Complaints of this nature should be taken to your local Citizens' Advice Bureau, local Law
Centre or to your solicitor.

A final word

Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions and objectjons. ln
deciding whether to take your objection foMard, the auditor must consider the cost that will be involved.
They will only continue with the objection if it is in the public ,nterest to do so. lf you appeal to the courts
against an auditor's decision, you may have to pay for the action yourself.



Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025126 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:. where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded €25,000 but did not exceed
El5 million; or

. where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was 825,000
or less but that:
. are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
. have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025126
'1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure

exceeding e25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordan ce with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
. The Annual lnternal Audit Report must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.
. Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
. Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding e25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding t25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of f40 +VAT:
. theAnnual Governance and Accountability Return Seciions 1 and 2, together with
. a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026
. an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
. notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights
. Annual lnternal Audit Repoft 2025126

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will
ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 - External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority website/webpage:

Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:
. Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
are as yet unaudited;
. Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement 2025126 approved and signed, page 4
. Section 2 -Accounting Statements 2025126 approved and signed, page 5

Nol later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish:
. Notice of conclusion of audit
. Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate
. Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. lt
is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual lnternalAudit Report, page 3.

The Annual Govemance and Accountability Retum constitutes the annual return refered to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 20'15.
Throughout, the words 'extemal auditor' have the same meaning as the words 'local auditor' in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015,

'for a co,nplete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities rcfet to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025126 Form 3 Page 1 ofo
Local Councils, lnternal Drainaqe Boards and other Smaller Authorities.



Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025126
. The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of thisAGAR. Proper

Praclices are found in the Practitioners' Guide. which is updated from time to time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

. Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properiy signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

. The authority should receive and note the Annual lnternal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

. Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026

. The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 ) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

. The RFO is required to commence the public rights period which must be a single period of 30 working days for
inspection ( this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

. You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

. Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. lf the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners' Guide*.

. Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. lnclude complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance-

. Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required.

. Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 o1?O25) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026).

. The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

. The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

*Governance and Accountability fot Smaller Authorities in England - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025126 Form 3 Page2of6
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities.

All sections Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

lnternalAudit Report Have all highlighted boxes beencompleted bytheinternalauditorand explanationsprovided?

Section 1 For any statement to which the response is 'no', has an explanation been published?

Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before
presentation to the authority for approval?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Box 8?

Has an explanation of any difference bet\,veen Box 7 and Box I been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds - have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a

sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.

Yes No



Annual lnternal Audit Report 2025126

WESTBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL

www.westbourne-pc.gov.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal a,rdil fot 2025126 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examjned, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

For any other tisk areas identiiied by this aLrihority adeqlrate controis exisied (lisi any other r sk areas on separate sheets if neecled).

Date{s) iniernal audit unde(aken Na ire ol persorr who carlred ciri the interfal sudit

2111012025 2110512026 A Beams, Mulberry LAS Ltd

),
srenature or person who ,4k cLW Dare 2110512026Larricoourll'einlL"rn.rlaudit ,, .1, "" " 

/*lf the rcsponse is 'no' pleaso stato the implications and actioi being taken to address any weakness in control identified (add
separate sleets it needed).

"*Nole: lf the response is liot covefed please state when the mosl recent iniefllal audit rT ork was done in ihis area and \/hen it is oext plannedi or
if coveraqe is not required. lhe annual iniemal audjt reporl must explain v/hy nol (add separale sheets if needed).

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025126 Form 3
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities

No
CA'5J,(

A, Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the frnancial year

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounied for.

C. Th,s authority assessed the significant risks to achievlng its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted frorr an adequate bLrdgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored. and reseryes were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on coffect prices, properly recorded and pronptly
bankedi and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Cash payments were propedy supported by receipts. all cash expenditure was approved and
VAT appropriately accounted for.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid rn accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Ni requirements were propedy applied.

H. Asset and investments reqisters were complete and accurate and properly maintained-

l. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly caffied out during the year.

Accouniing statements prepared during the year were prepared on the crrrect accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

J.

lf the authority cedified itself as exempt frorn a limited assurance review in2024125, it met the
exemption criterja and correctly declared itself exempt. (lf the authority had a limited assurance
review of its 2024/25 AGAR tick'not covered")

K.

L. The authority published the required information on a vr'ebsite^Mebpage up to date at the time ofthe
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislatlon.

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2025/26 AGAR period,
wera public rights in relation to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a nothe on the website and/or
authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The authoriiy has complied with the publication requirements'lo( 2024125 AGAR
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes).

O. The authority has complied with laws. regulations & proper practices relating to digital and data
compliance.

P. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable)- The council met its responsjbilities as a trustee.

Page 3 of 6

lnternal control objective
No*

Not
covered*'

Yes No Not:



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025126

We acknowledge as the members of:

Westbourne Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

*Ploaso provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No'responge and describe
how thB authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

11t06t2026

and recorded as minute reference:

o6/zatz+

www.westbourne-pc.gov.uk

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chair

Clerk

1. We have put in place arrangements for efieclive financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

preparcd its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effecliveness.

made prcper arangements and accepted rcsponsibility
for safeguading the public money and resources in
its chatge.

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws,
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a
significant financialeffed on the ability ofthis
authority to conduct its business or manage its
finances.

has only done what it has the legal powet to do and has
compliod with Propor Pructices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors'rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

dudng the year gave all person' intercsted the oppoiunity to
inspect and ask questions about this authotity's accounls.

5. We canied out an assessment oflhe risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

considered and documented the tinancial and other isks it
faces and dealt with them propedy.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
efiective system of intgmal audit ofthe accounting
records and control systems.

aftanged for a competent percon , independent of the financial
controls and ptocedures, to give an objective view on whether
intemal controls meet the needs ofthis sma//er authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

responded to matters brought to its attention by intemal and
extemal audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impacl on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

disclosed everylhing it should have about its business activity
duing lhe yeat including events taking place aftet the yaar
end il relevant.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole mahaging
trustee we discharged our accountability
.esponsibilities for the fund(syassets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examlnation or audit.

has met all of its responsibilities wherc, as a bady
corpotate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
arusl or trusts.

'10. We have put in place arrangements for ihe efiective lT
and data management in accordance with proper
practices during the year under review.

has made suitable arranqements fot its lT and data
management and has complied with prcper practices in
doing so

/ r ,4t-

Page 4 of 6Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025126 Form 3
Local Councils, lnternal Drainaqe Boards and other Smaller Authorities.

.



Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025126for

Westbourne Parish Council

Total balancas and reseves at the beginning of lhe year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree
to Box 7 of previous year.

Total amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook /ess
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

4. G) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees. lnclude gross salaies and wages,
employerc Nl conlributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book /ess sraffcosts (line 4) and loan interesucapital

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year.
must equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and
shorl term investments 197,256 243,485

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and shod term investments held as at 31 March -
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total flxed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

146,887 253,760
The value of allthe propefty the authotity owns- it is made
up of all its lixed assets and long term investmenls as a,
31 March.

10. Total borowings
0 0

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from thkd pafties (including PWLB).

11 Do the figures in the
accounting statements above
exclude any trust transactions?

For guidance refer to the Practitioners' Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33.

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities - a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to tho authority for approval.

21t05t2026

I conflrm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

11t06t2026

as recorded in minute reference:

oG tza/ zq
Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

/41 tb/rDate

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025126 Form 3
Local Councils, lnternal Drainaqe Boards and other Smaller Authorities.

Page 5 of 6

l. Balances brought
forward 236,M1 197,256

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies 133,264 141,473

43,775 56,998

32,719 35,420

5. G) Loan interesucapital
repayments 0 0

183,105 116,822

7. (=) Balances caffied
forward 197,256 243,485



Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2025126

ln respect of Westboume Parish Council

'1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constit e an audit carried out in accordance with
lnternational Standards on Auditing (UK & lreland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has delermined that a lower level oI assurance than that provided by a full statutory audil
is applopriate for those local public bodies with Ihe lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewjng Sections '1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountabilily Relurn in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by lhe NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website - hllps:/ 

^,ww.nao.oro.uucode-audit-practice/quidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Relurn in accordance with
Prope t P ractices which.

. summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026; and
' confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our dulies and responsibilities as external
audilors

2 External auditor limited assurance opinion 2025126
On the basis of our review of Sections 'l and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the
informalion in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with the Proper
Practices and no other matlers have come lo our attention giving cause for concern lhal relevant legislation and regulatory
requirements have not been mel.

Other matters nol affecling our opinion which we draw to the aitention of the authority:

l he lnternal Auditor has provided a 'Not applicable' response at control objective P on the Annual lnternal Audit Report which
relates to whether the council met its responsibilities as a trustee. We expected this control objective to be covered by the
internal auditor and answered 'Yes' or 'No' to confirm whether lhe council met the responsibilities as it is a sole truslee o,
Westbourne Parish Allohnent For Exercise and Recreation (Charity No: 265105).

lnsut icient information was provided with lhe initial supporting data submitted for review with regards to significant variances.
We were able to obtain infornralion from lhe website to help satisfy lhe variance explanations. The parish council should in
future ensure that allthe necessary supporting information is provided wilh their annualsubmission.

3 External auditor certificate 2025126

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 'l and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, and
discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audil and Accounlability Act 2014, f0r the year ended 31 March 2026.

External Audilor Name

!l r'roonr
External Auditor Signature

tLli't t C'

Dale

25t08t2026

Annual Governance and Accountability Retunr 2025l26 Part 3
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other Snraller Aullrorities'

Page 6 of 6



Additional information to be submitted with Part 3 AGAR Checklist

Item required.

1. Staie the basis of accounts- lncome and Expenditure (l&E) gI Receipts and
Payments (R&P). RtP

2. An explanation of any 'No' answers in Section 'l (Annual Governance
Statement). lwlA

3. An explanation of any 'No' answers in the Annual lnternal Audit Report.
PrA

4. Copy of the notice for the period for the exercise of public rights (oro-forma
attached)

An explanation for the Council's decision for their period for the exercise of
public rights if different to the standard period (i.e. 3 June 2026 - 14 July
2026).

Copy of the explanations of significant variances (oro-forma attached) - wilh
nmsicalsupDart:

For boxes 2 - 10 in the Accounting Statements, where the 2026 figure is 15%
greater than, or 15% less than, the 2025 figure unless the variance is less
than C500.

Please also provide an explanation if the variance is greater than f100,000
regardless of whether this is less than 15%.

Note: lf an explanation is required for the variance of Box 4 and the
explanation refers to a change in hours or a change in pay rates, please could
you note the previous hours/rates and the updated hours/rates.

7. Copy of the bank reconciliation(s) (oro-forma attached) for all bank accounts
held in the authority's name.

8. State whether the Council operate with a petty cash system.
l-//A

9. Copy of ihe reconciliation between boxes 7 and 8 (oro-forma attached) - this
must be quantified. [.lrA

10. \Mere other income {Box 3) is qreater than tl00k and 50% of DreceDt,
we require a breakdown of other income fot 2024125 ar.d 2025126. v,i+

11. A breakdown of the types of reserves (pro-forma attached) held between
general reserves, earmarked reserves and restricted (ring-fenced) reserves.

12. \Mere any investments are included as part of the Box 9 flgure, please
provide a summary of these amounts. NlI A

13. State whether the Council use the general power of competence.
1€5

is orcater than t2m then w6
A copy of the full internal auditor repott provided by your internal auditor (lA);
Supporting evidence of:
a. the council's assessmenf fhaf the lA is independent of the council.
b. the council's assessment thaf th e lA is competent to undeftake the role.
c. the cunent and appropriate lefter of engagement
d. the authority considering and agreeing the lA programme of work against

its identified risks.
e. copies of the minutes of the meetings considering the lA's findings together

with evidence that any recommendations have been addressed: and
Bank statements covering 31 March 2026 to suppoft the bank reconciliation(s)
provided

14.

N,/A



Additional information to be submitted with Part 3 AGAR Checklist

15. State the accounting system being used by the Council (i.e. Scribe, Excel,
etc). Rntkts

16. Provide the hours/days worked by the Clerk and RFO including any
scheduled holidays until the end of September. This will help ensure that we
coordinate our responses in line with your requirements. Bd,*"

17. Copy of this completed sheet provided with your AGAR submission.

'E CLrt, ,,otb, Lo hacus ea-, u,qzl. Ptr*.11, ac*s3 n",LJ%
k tr/.g. 7[ ct-l .^,4 L o^ tnz,.,J"l.ru p*,-
8-zz Arg-tt !o26.



Bank reconciliation: 31 March 2025

1. Lloyds Bank Account

Balance per Lloyds statement
Less outstanding payments

Add outstanding receipts
Balance per cashbook

2. Lloyds Bank lnstant Access Savings Account

Balance per Lloyds statement
Less outstanding payments

Add outstanding receipts

Balance per cashbook

3. Unity Bank Savings Account

Balance per Unity statement
Less outstanding payments

Add outstanding receipts
Balance per cashbook

3. Joint Burial Committee Lloyd Bank Account

3, Balance per JBC Lloyds statement
Less outstanding payments

Add outstanding receipts

Balance per cashbook
*Westbourne 28% share =

Total

8L4,662.05

f0.00
f 0.00

814562.0s

f120,558.63
f0.00
f0.00

€120,558.53

f92,518.58
f0.00
f0.00

€92,618.58

f55,843,14
f0.00
f0.00

f,55,843.14
f15,536.08

f243,485,44

* Nb. The Joint Burial Committee oversees the management of Westbourne Cemetery
in partnership with Southbourne Parish Council who have a 72% share (based on
population size).



Breakdown of reserves held
Please complete or update the highlighted boxes to help provide a breakdown of the types of reserves

Earmarked resen es:

Description of reserve:

Monk's Hill PlaY equiPment

Mill Road play equiPment

speed Indicator Devices and

Community SPeed Watch GrouP

Staff a bsence contingencY

Va nda lism/in sura nce excess

Monk's Hill car Park surface

Churchya rd wall rePairs

Fingerpost signs renovation

Election costs contingencY

Village gateways renovation

Neighbourhood Pla n

Legal advice

Office equipment

Restricted (ring-fenced) reseryes:

Description of reserve:

Chichester District Council CIL

received in 2024

Chichester District Council CIL

received in APril 2025

Chichester District Council CIL

received in october 2025

.Joint Burial Committee

General reserves

Total reserves

Box 7 per Annual Return

Difference

Explanation of difference (if applicable):

132 30

r6067

19s

2000

500

5000

7262

1316

4000
0

1364

5851

196

56991

4500

27773

1398

15636

137187

49307

137187
243445

243,485

Column B - Each reserve should be renamed to show the specific purpose / name given by this authorit\
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